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1. An info session was held on July 25, at 10 am (Chisinau time) for potential applicants interested in the Extra Cost for Disability Study. The meeting aimed to provide interested organizations with key application details and answer questions related to the Terms of Reference (ToRs).
1. Three potential applicants expressed interest and attended the session. UNICEF Social Policy Officer outlined the consultancy’s objectives, expected deliverables, and the purpose of the study. She also emphasized the roles of the four main actors involved in the implementation of the explorative Goods and Services Required method: the advisory committee, a team of researchers, a panel of experts, and individuals with disabilities (or parents of children with disabilities).
1. The role of the research company is to facilitate the study, support the communication between advisory committee and experts and lead FGDs. The company is also responsible to hire the experts including knowledgeable people with disabilities (or parents of children with disabilities) and professionals, whose main role is to support the identification of goods and services required, thus addressing constraints in assessing disability-related costs required (lack of information, lack of access, low-incomes, and risks of intra-household distribution).
1. The attendee addressed questions related to the potential number of focus group discussions (FDGs) and interviews to be performed during the study. The ToRs do not specify a certain number of FGDs or interviews. It is suggested to organize separate FGDs for each type of disability and level of support needs (for instance, one FGD for low support needs with physical disability and another for high support needs with physical disability).
1. FGDs should be organized separately for children and adults (potentially further divided between working age and pension age), and in different settings (like urban and rural areas). Separate groups for men and women may also be relevant for discussing specific topics. Each group should consist of 6 to 10 individuals with the relevant type of disability and level of support need. The group should represent different age groups (within the chosen group), maintain a gender balance, and include individuals from diverse socio-economic backgrounds and both urban and rural areas if combined.
1.  UNICEF Procurement associate emphasized the importance of submitting the application by the stipulated deadline (August 12, 2024) and sending financial and technical offers separately. The presentation will be distributed to the participants.



